Winter News 2020/21
Well after a year like no other at
least Christmas offered some
bright days when some of us
made the most of our huts to host
festive family gatherings. Bacon
rolls never tasted so good! We all
had to compromise this year but
there was still fun to be had
Sadly the virus has forced us into
lockdown 3 and our AGM has to
be cancelled but at least our
committee got together for
another socially distanced
meeting in December to consider
some issues and say farewell to
Jack and Val, two of our stalwart
members

Alfresco family festivities

We sincerely hope to reschedule
the AGM once conditions allow
for an indoor meeting, It may be
some time ahead I fear. In the
meantime we will keep you
appraised of news and updates
as they occur
Keep up-to-date with PBHA news
and regular updates on
www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk
Bob Lister, Chairma

News from the committee

tel: 07980 928752 or email
bob@sunwiser.co.uk

Members met at Bob’s hut in December to discuss emerging issues.
Tony Mullins was welcomed to the committee as treasurer, following Jack’s retirement after
seven years of stalwart contribution to the role. Jack will remain as a
committee member.

Sadly, another farewell was recorded as Val Arbon, our secretary, minuted our
meeting for the last time.
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Hopefully a new secretary can be found by the AGM. In the interim period,
Yvonne Hartwell will cover the role.

The Chairman’s report included an item on beach hut rents. BCP have agreed to freeze rents
until March 2022 with VAT reduced to 5%. Members felt that the government’s VAT reduction
could have been used to reduce rents rather than just a freeze.
The Covid allowance was used to fund additional beach vehicles which members felt was an
unjustified use of funds.
Other items discussed included cycling on the prom, the lack of adequate shower provision and
the reality of the waiting list numbers.
The collection of membership fees was discussed and Tony Mullins suggested that a standing
order arrangement could simplify the process. He agreed to investigate the feasibility.

Bob reported that he has been in touch with Councillor Mohan Iyengar,
(left) BCP’s new portfolio holder responsible for the beaches.
Discussions included PBHA’s disappointment with the management of
the seafront during the summer lockdown.

Chairman’s update
In the new year, Bob made contact with Andrew Brown, BCP Seafront Operations Manager who
responded to a number of outstanding issues:
Shower at Branksome Chine - originally planned as part of a project which included the
refurbishment of the men’s toilet block and the noddy train turning circle. The latter two have
been completed but not the shower.
AB response - if there is budget left in the project fund, it will be done. If not, then it may be
funded through the revenue budget.
Empty huts at Canford Cliffs Chine
AB - 8 huts currently unfit for purpose are having new doors fabricated.
Empty two storey huts Branksome Chine
AB - 4 huts were relinquished in December, due to be re-let.
Will Sandbanks Beach Office reopen in the summer?
AB - uncertain at present
How many keys have been relinquished in December
AB - 49 for a variety of reasons, 5 since re-let (at time of writing)

Beach Hut Harmonisation project
Andrew Brown contacted the chairs of the three beach hut associations within the BCP area in
January to update them on plans to share a draft copy of the project plan.
The original plan was due to be presented to BCP Corporate Management Board in February
but has been delayed to allow more time for consultation with representatives from Poole,
Bournemouth, Christchurch & Mudeford. It is now intended to present the final policy to CMB
and Cabinet for sign off in early 2022.
In the meantime, the project details and timeline will be re-drafted and emailed to the four
chairs prior to a meeting to progress the work in more detail.

 


Canford Cliffs cliff stabilisation scheme
We understand that progress of the scheme is on track and unaffected by the current
lockdown.

The initial cliff slip in February 2017 caused the improvement project in that area to be
postponed.
For more information about this project please visit PooleBay.net or email
coastal@bcpcouncil.gov.uk

Sand replenishment scheme
The construction of the pipeline began just before Christmas
with approximately 1km of pipe stretching out to sea and
connecting to a dredger
A longer pipeline will be used on the beach to distribute the
beach material. The works will move from east to west along
the beach frontage, starting in Southbourne and ending in
Poole
The project is likely to take up to three months but to ensure
the works are completed by spring 2021 the contractor will be
working seven days a week, 24 hours a day

Material for Poole’s beaches may be recycled from the
harbour’s main channel.
All works will be carried out in accordance with the Marine
Management Organisation licence

Access to the beache
In the immediate vicinity of the works, the beaches will be
closed for safety reasons but access to the promenade will
be maintained to enable walkers to pass safely

(Images from previous schemes
For more information about this project please visit PooleBay.net or email
coastal@bcpcouncil.gov.uk

For more information about the Association visit www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk or contac
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Chairman, Bob Lister 07980 928 752 or email bob@sunwiser.co.uk

