
 

Marathon day in October 
viewed from Branksome  
Beach  

...and lead runner at Shore 
Road 

 

Autumn Meeting - a summary

In his introduction, chairman Bob Lister welcomed PBHA members to the October meeting and introduced 
guest speakers - Andrew Brown, Operations Manager, Tourism and Corporate Communications for BCP 
Council; Jacqueline Wood, Beach Hut Manager,  BCP Seafront Services and Councillor Lewis Allison BCP’s 
Portfolio holder for Tourism, Leisure and Communities.

Bob welcomed members and referred to the recent announcement of the forthcoming annual rentals. He 
reminded guests that the 5% increase, although unwelcome, was expected as the final year of the former 
Borough of Poole’s five year financial plan for beach hut income.

Autumn News  2019
So yet another rent increase and 
although not entirely unexpected, 
many of our grievances about 
blocked drains, disgusting toilets 
and poor maintenance still go 
unattended. 

These issues prompted many 
questions at our Autumn meeting, 
a summary of which is included 
for your information. We are 
grateful to our guests from BCP 
who attended to update us on 
projects and respond to members 
concerns. 

Please encourage your 
'neighbours' who may not be 
PBHA members to join us as we 
aim to support all our members 
during these changing times with 
regular news via the quarterly 
newsletter and website.

Keep up to date at 
www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk

Bob Lister, Chairman

tel: 07980 928752 or email 
bob@sunwiser.co.uk 

http://www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk
mailto:bob@sunwiser.co.uk
http://www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk
mailto:bob@sunwiser.co.uk


Jacqueline Wood was introduced and she explained that, one year into her role, she and 
her team have been busy aligning processes for the new authority covering 11.5 miles of 
seafront. She felt that a good working relationship had developed with PBHA and regular 
meetings with committee members provided a useful opportunity to discuss issues.

68 Poole huts were relinquished this year which resulted in a total of 525 offers being made to potential 
tenants. This time-consuming process can result in a long period of under occupation and will be reviewed. 
The time period when keys may be relinquished has also been looked at and is to be moved to October/
November. 

Jacqueline can be contacted at jacqueline.Wood@Bournemouth.gov.uk

Andrew Brown updated members on the 
progress of the seafront projects and 
maintenance issues.

Shore Road is on track to be completed by 
December. The plan illustrated right, include 
renovations to the toilet block, new paving and 
new first floor huts which will be offered to the 
waiting list in January. 

At Branksome Chine, illustrated right, granite has been 
installed to support the land train turning circle. 

A survey of the toilet block has revealed a serious crack 
which will affect the progress of the project while more 
investigations are carried out. During this time, one toilet will 
remain open for mixed use.

Canford Cliffs

Monitoring the cliffs is an on-going situation, which has 
impacted on the proposed project to stabilise the cliffs, 
improve the Pavilion and add 89 new huts. Currently, a 
budget of £7.4 million is available for the entire works but until tenders for the contract are received it is 
uncertain whether this will be adequate. If it is, then works are due to commence in April 2020 and are likely 
to take a year to complete.

Fifteen future projects for the BCP area will be considered based on feasibility, one of which is Sandbanks 
Pavilion which is awaiting a survey.
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Andrew Brown summarised a new approach to planned 
maintenance. In the past, a lack of investment had 
resulted in mostly reactive maintenance being prioritised.

This year, the recruitment of skilled maintenance staff 
has enabled the team to utilise 70% of the budget on 
planned maintenance. Going forward, a strategy for the 
next five years will be prepared, with 20% of planned 
works being dealt with this winter.

Andrew Brown can be contacted by email 
andrew.Brown2@bournemouth.gov.uk

For more information on Poole seafront projects visit https://seafront.pooleprojects.net

Councillor Lewis Allison was introduced. 

He acknowledged that tenants expect to see evidence of improvements to facilities in light of 
increased fees. He also added that the harmonisation of the three previous administrations will 
take years to complete.

Questions from the floor followed and included ...

Q. Will residents from any BCP area now be able to apply for a beach hut on any beach?

AB. Not now, but this is an aspiration for the future.

Q. Will the 36 wooden huts at Canford Cliffs be replaced like for like?

AB. No, they will be maintained with short term fixes.

Q. Why are new huts being built when existing ones need maintenance?

AB. The £2.4 million project fund was raised from a successful bid to the Coastal 
Communities Fund to improve and invest in the seafront for the future. 

Q. Can new two storey huts at Shore Road be slept in?

AB. No, there will be two superior huts with wrap-round balconies but for day use only, plus six standard huts.

Q. Why is the prom covered in sand?

AB. Coastal protection policy demands that the sand levels are raised across the whole bay to protect 
residents’ homes. The height of the sand presents issues when high winds blow the sand over the prom but 
tractors and cleansing personnel are continually addressing the problem.

Q. How can you control drones, bikes etc.

AB. Control of drones is monitored by the Civil Aviation Authority. Bye-laws exist for cycling restrictions but 
wardens have limited powers to enforce the regulations without the presence of a police officer.

Q. Why were beach hut tenants not notified about the recent life-saving event and why was it held at 
Branksome Dene Chine where it dominated beach activity during the Bank Holiday?

AB. The Spring and Summer PBHA newsletters both included features promoting the event. A meeting is 
arranged with committee members to discuss the 2020 events programme. A number of issues have been 
raised concerning this year’s event which will be discussed with the organisers.

Q. Can the cycle-free period be extended to June to September? (Members reported a number of serious 
incidents) 

AB. It is a contentious issue and would require consultation and surveys across all three areas.

Councillor Allison can be contacted by emailing lewis.allison@bcpcouncil.gov.uk 
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Further issues were raised and Canford Cliffs ward councillor, Mohan Iyengar, joined 
the panel to assist with the discussion.

• SandFest 2020 was proposed to be an enlarged event but this has been 
rejected. In addition, the 1am closure will be reduced to 11pm.

• There are no proposals to include Cliff Drive in the parking restriction area.

• Annual parking permits - could they be subsidised for beach hut tenants? 
Cllr LA agreed to raise the question.

• The introduction of height barriers at the entrance to car parks to prevent 
incursions from travellers has been considered, but legitimate visitors in motor homes and other large 
vehicles could also be prevented from entering. 

• Vandalism at Branksome Chine - some huts have had extensive and repeated damage - could CCTV be 
extended?  Solar panels could provide a solution as there is limited electricity supply along the prom. 
Request for more patrols.

The chairman thanked all 57 members for attended the meeting which was closed 
at 9.15pm.

POOLE BEACH HUTS ASSOCIATION 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The seventh Annual General Meeting will be held at  
Merley Community Centre, Harrier Drive, Merley, Wimborne BH21 1XE  

on  5th February 2020 at 7.30 for 8pm start 

Refreshments will be provided on arrival, please note the room will not be available 
beforehand. 

Guest speakers will be invited to speak on topics of interest and details will be supplied 
in due course. We look forward to welcoming as many members as possible. If anyone 

would like to serve on the committee next year please  
let me know. 

Val Arbon, Secretary 
v.arbon@sky.com 

31st October 2019 

For more information about the Association visit www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk or contact

Chairman, Bob Lister 07980 928 752 or email bob@sunwiser.co.uk
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