
A rare sunny Saturday in January 

Keeping it clean 

Dog walkers on Poole's beaches will soon 
have no excuse for allowing their pets to foul 
the sand if they forget to bring their own 'poo 
bags' with them to the beach. 

A new bag dispenser is to be installed at 
Branksome Chine this spring courtesy of 
Poole Beach Huts Association. Chairman, 
Bob Lister, himself a dog owner, said: "I often 
bring Meg to the beach and she loves to play 
on the sand at the designated area at 
Branksome Dene. I always have a pocketful 
of bags with me but we thought it would be 
handy to have a dispenser nearby for those 
who may have run out or forgotten. It's a 
small gesture from the PBHA but one which 
will we hope will benefit all beach users." 

The initiative is being organised in conjunction with the beaches team as well as officers from Environmental 
Health Services and the intention is for volunteers to top up the dispenser on a regular basis to ensure it is a 
sustainable facility. 

Winter News 2015/16

Our AGM at the end of January 
highlighted a lot of issues which 
could affect beach hut tenants in 
the future. Please see the review 
of the meeting in this edition and 
the minutes can be found on our 
website. We will endeavour to 
keep all our members informed of 
developments.

Keep up-to-date with PBHA news 
and regular updates on 
www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk

Bob Lister, Chairman

tel:07980 928752 or email 
bob@sunwiser.co.uk 
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News from the Beaches Team

Plans for phase II of the new beach hut programme have advanced as 
architects Kendall Kingscott of Ringwood have been appointed to bring forward 
drawings for Canford Cliffs beach after a procurement process conducted by 
Borough of Poole.

Tracey let me know that public engagement sessions will take place during the 
first week in March at the Branksome Dene Community Room.
"Residents can attend any of three planned sessions - one morning, one 
afternoon and one evening when they can speak to the architects as well 
representatives from Property Services and the beaches team to discuss the 
plans for 170 new huts. The majority of the new huts will be two storey, some 
will be super sized similar to those built at Branksome Chine which were 
popular and are in demand," said Tracey. 

We also discussed the planned maintenance programme and, good news for Branksome Dene tenants, the 
first five blocks are to have new plastic doors and and cladding by 31st March. Funds have also allowed for 
new plastic clad sides on a block at Branksome Chine where the surface had deteriorated.
At Flaghead Chine, work is ongoing to install accessibility ramps to the recently built two-storey huts. This 
work has been prolonged due to unforeseen technical issues involving the de-stabilising of the promenade as 
a result of construction work but it is anticipated that completion will take place by the end of February or 
early March.

For more news  you can follow Poole Beaches on 

Did you know? 

We've all become accustomed to seeing Blue Flags fluttering at our beaches but did you know that 33 criteria  
have to be met covering environmental education and information; water quality; environmental management 
and safety and services. 
All Blue Flags are awarded for one season at a time and if the criteria are not fulfilled during the season or 
the conditions change, the Blue Flag may be withdrawn.
The organising body, The Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE)  is a non-profit organisation 
promoting sustainable development through environmental education. FEE is an international umbrella 
organisation with one national member organisation per country it currently has 83 member organisations in 
68 countries worldwide and has been operating in Europe since 1987.

To date Poole's beaches have been awarded Blue Flags for a remarkable 27 years!



Review of the AGM 
The Association's fourth Annual General Meeting was held at the end of January at Merley 
Community Centre. 

Chairman Bob Lister reported on a busy year for the PBHA outlining the activities and 
achievements. Secretary Jack Crewe announced his retirement from the post and led the 
formal part of the AGM including the election of committee positions. This led to former Vice-
Chairman, Lyn Thomas being appointed as Secretary. Martin Stevens reported on the current 
accounts and on his retirement as Treasurer. Jack Crewe was elected to this role. Other 
committee positions remain the same and can be found on the website. 

Guest speaker Inspector Shawn Whitley, Dorset Police Neighbourhood 
Inspector - Poole South gave an entertaining talk about his 24 years in 
the Force. He stressed that partnership working is key to successful 
modern policing and public assistance is vital to solving crimes. He 
advised that deterrents such as strong padlocks can help to prevent 
break-ins to beach huts and new inexpensive  hi-tech sensors can be 
fitted to alert owners to intrusions. Any suspicious activity should be 
reported on 101 and 999 if a crime was in action. 

 

Poole councillors Mohan Iyengar, Portfolio holder for Culture and 
Leisure (right) and John Rampton Portfolio holder for Beaches and 
Transportation (below) were introduced. 

Both explained the Council's current financial situation which due to ever-
decreasing government grants has diminished significantly. By 2019 there will 
be no revenue support grant resulting in the need for the Council to raise 
income by introducing commercialisation to all their assets. In addition, Poole 
has the highest number of over 65s and over 85s resulting in a high demand on 
support and care services for the vulnerable and elderly. 

Anthony Rogers, Recreation Manager stressed the need for the beaches team to develop 
income streams to support the Council's beaches strategic plan. Phase II of the new beach huts 
plan was underway with 170 new huts proposed at Canford Cliffs subject to planning approval. 
Public engagement events will take place in March and tenants can meet the architect and 
officers to discuss the proposal. 

Questions and comments were raised regarding the on-going high level of beach hut rental 
increases; shared tenancies; other areas where the Council is increasing charges; the Sand 
Polo event and maintenance of huts. Responses were supplied by all guests who were thanked 
for their attendance and support. 

The minutes of the AGM including committee members for the forthcoming be seen on the 
PBHA website visit www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk 
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Our Rick Stein experience 
The remnants of Storm Gertrude were still evident when we arrived at Rick Stein's much 
publicised restaurant at Sandbanks.

Having booked our late lunchtime slot the week before, my husband and I had hoped to see some sunshine 
glistening on the waters of Poole Harbour, that was not to be but everything else exceeded our expectations.

Remembering Cafe Shore, the transformation of the whole 
premises has been superbly achieved. It is light and airy as 
you enter with a sense of space in the bar area with tasteful 
decor reflecting the coastal location but this is far from a 
traditional seaside venue. As you enter the restaurant the 
view of course is breathtaking, even on a grey day like we 
experienced! We were shown to our table in the centre and I 
realised that even on a late January day almost every table 
was occupied and during our meal, those that were empty, 
quickly filled.

Opting for the three course set menu I made my selection of 
grilled prawns with ouzo,tomatoes and feta to start, followed 
by miso salmon with rice noodles, spring onions and bean 

sprouts. Tony went for salmon fishcakes to start and being a bit of a carnivore, roasted pork belly with spiced 
pumpkin to follow.  Service was perfect. All staff were friendly and professional with no sign of 'teething 
troubles' sometimes experienced in the early days at some establishments.

When our starters arrived promptly we were both delighted with our choices. I was pleased I didn't have to 
fiddle with messy prawn shells and the sauce had a tasty, spicy tang. Tony said his starter was a million miles 
from your average fishcakes! My miso salmon was equally delicious and apparently the pork belly was 
succulent and a perfect size for lunchtime.

We waited a while before ordering our desserts and we both went for bread and butter pudding with apricot 
glaze - yummy! When the bill came we felt that £25 per person for three courses was a sensible price for the 
top quality food and service and superb surroundings. My glass of Prosecco  was £7.95, comparable to other 
restaurants locally as was the red wine at £6.50.

I would highly recommend a visit to Rick Stein, just try and predict the weather better than we did to make the 
most of its stunning location.

For more information about the Association visit www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk or contact

Chairman, Bob Lister 07980 928 752 or email bob@sunwiser.co.uk 

Date for your diary 

BBQ - 8th June 

Branksome Dene 
Community Room 

Tickets £10  

All Welcome!

Better safe than sorry 

Battery operated security alarms which alert 
owners if activated by an intruder by 

sounding alarm and notifying by text if the 
security beam is broken can be purchased 

for £46.95 

For more info visit 
www.eightriversecurity.co.uk 
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